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Remember!
      Celebrate!
                  Act!

Some things to think about and discuss on Martin Luther King, Jr.-Civil Rights Day;
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 Timeless Words from Dr. King:

· “Never forget that God is able to lift you from fatigue of despair to the buoyancy of hope, and transform dark and desolate valleys into sunlit paths of inner peace.”

---Eulogy for the Martyred Children, 1963
· “Ultimately a great nation is a compassionate nation.”

---Sermon at the National Cathedral, 3/68


· “I have the audacity to believe that peoples everywhere can have three meals a day for the bodies, education and culture for their minds, and dignity, equality and freedom for their spirits.  I believe that what self-centered men have torn down, men other-centered can build up.  I still believe that one day mankind will bow before the alters of God and be crowned triumphant over war and bloodshed, and nonviolent redemptive goodwill will proclaim the rule of the land.”

---Nobel Peace Prize Acceptance Speech, 12/64
“Love is somehow the key that unlocks the door which leads to the ultimate reality.

THE FACES OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.











· “

        Excerpts from Dr King’s Final Sermon:
“Every now and then I guess we will think realistically about that day when we will be victimized with what is life’s final common denominator—that something we call death.


We all think about it and every now and then I think about my own death and my own funeral.  And I don’t think about it in a morbid sense.  And every now and then I ask myself what it is that I would want said and I leave the word to you this morning…


…I’d like somebody to mention that Martin Luther King Jr. tried to give his live serving others.

I’d like for somebody to say that Martin Luther King, Jr. tried to love somebody.   I want you to say that day that I tried to be right and to walk with them.  I want you to be able to say that day that I did try in my life to feed the hungry.  I want you to be able to say on that day that I did try in my life to visit those who were in prison.  And I want you to say that I tried to love and serve humanity.

Yes, if you want to, say that I was a drum major for justice.  Say that I was a drum major for peace.  I was a drum major for righteousness.  

And all of the other shallow things will not matter.

I won’t have any money to leave behind.  I won’t have the fine and luxurious things of life to leave behind.  But I just want to leave a committed life behind.

And that is all I want to say.  If I can help somebody as I pass along, if I can cheer somebody with a well song.  If I can show somebody he’s travelling wrong, then my living will not be in vain.

If I can do my duty as a Christian ought.  If I can bring salvation to a world once wrought.  If I can spread the message the Master taught.  Then my living will not be in vain.

Yes, Jesus, I want to be on you your right or left side-not for any selfish reason.  I want to be on your right or left side—not in terms of some political kingdom or ambition.

I just want to be there—in love and in justice and in truth and in commitment to others, so that we can make of this old world a new world.”
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Observance

“Remember! Celebrate! Act!  A Day On…Not a Day Off!”

